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Building Purchase & First Floor Renovations 

 
 On December 23, 2010, thanks to monetary support from individuals, trusts, charities, 

local organizations, and city & state governments, the Weirton Area Museum & Cultural Cen-

ter (WAMCC) was able to purchase the former Home Furniture Company building located at 

3149 Main Street in Weirton, West Virginia.  This concluded a four-year search for an ade-

quate facility to properly preserve and display our areaôs rich history and culture.  An architec-

tural firm was hired to provide an ñas isò report and future conceptual design for the building, 

which was first opened in the year 1941.  The architectôs report is available to those who wish 

a copy.  In February, 2011, an official complete asbestos abatement was performed through-

out the building, which mainly involved removing floor tiles and mastic.  An official report is 

available to those who wish a copy.  Renovations to the first (main) floor of the building were 

initiated during the summer of 2011, and included extensive repairs to the plaster walls and 

ceiling, complete replacement of the electrical service, complete replacement of the heating 

and cooling system, new vinyl tile flooring, a new handicap accessible restroom, and a new 

rear emergency exit.  On November 12, 2011, a ribbon-cutting ceremony opened the first 

floor of the new Weirton Area Museum & Cultural Center, with over 200 guests attending.  

WAMCCôs 3rd Annual Robert Haworth Memorial Art Exhibition also took place at the new fa-

cility on that day.  See the WAMCC Renovation Progress Report, which details the first floor 

interior renovations.  The support for this building project has been tremendous and a docu-

mented history of WAMCCôs activities and progress can be found in our monthly newsletters 

and the building progress report posted at our website:  http://www.weirtonmuseum.com 
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Building Fa­ade Improvements in 2011 

 
 When the building was purchased on December 23, 2010, the 40 feet facing Main 

Street had a very desolate appearance as shown in the pictures below.    
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Old Sign Removed 

On October 29, 2011, William ñFritzò Frohnapfel 

donated his time and equipment to help remove 

the old sign housing and trim, which hung over 

the front entrance (see photo to left).  There 

would be no further renovations to the front 40 

feet on Main Street until the summer of 2013.    

 

 
New Sign Installed 

On November 11, 2011, one day before the mu-

seum grand opening, a new fluorescent and ne-

on sign was installed above the entrance, in-

stalled by Signs Limited at a cost of $3124.80 

This new sign is highly visible to traffic coming in 

both directions on Main Street in Weirton.  No 

further fa­ade renovations were made until 2013. 

11-11-2011 
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Building Fa­ade Project - 2013 

 
During March of 2013, WAMCC applied for funding to give the museum fa­ade a new look.  A 

Grant application was prepared and submitted to the Charles M. Pugliese and Thelma M. 

Pugliese Charitable Foundation for the amount of $13,700.00 to cover all of the required work 

and materials.  An estimate quote from Unique Walls & Ceilings of Wellsburg, WV was includ-

ed with the grant application (see quote on page ____ of this report). 

 

On May 16, 2013, the Trustees of the Charles M. Pugliese and Thelma M. Pugliese Charita-

ble Foundation approved the sum of $13,700 for the museum fa­ade project as outlined in 

WAMCCôs grant application and quote from Unique Walls & Ceilings (page ____).     

5-30-2013 

 
Fa­ade Project Begins - May 30 

On May 30, 2013, workers from Unique Walls & 

Ceilings arrived at WAMCC and began the pro-

cess of installing an exterior insulations system 

by BASF-Senergy with the goal of having a stone 

granite type finish on the bottom portions with a 

brick type finish on the top portion.  The cornice 

and imbedded museum sign would also be in-

cluded  with a steel/concrete type finish. 

5-30-2013 5-30-2013 

 
Senergy foam boards (1 1/2 inch thick) were secured to the front of the building as the first 

step in the process shown in the photos above.  The foam boards were cut to required shape 

using electric current through a wire on machine in right photo above.       


