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Hi Speed Steel 1969

“Hi Speed Steel” was produced for National Steel Corporation in 1969 by Ellis Dungan Pro-
ductions. This 16-minute full color film explains Weirton Steel Company’s new Basic Oxy-
gen Furnace operations and how it greatly streamlined the steel-making process. Steel slabs
were the beginning of almost every form of National Steel product, and through a process
called “continuous casting” Weirton Steel Company was able to produce them in one-tenth
the time of the conventional methods. This new fast method (using blast furnaces, the Basic
Oxygen Furnace, Vacuum Degasser, and Continuous Slab Caster) was compared to the old
and slow method (using blast furnaces, open hearths, ingot molds, ingot storage yards, soak-
ing pits, and rolling mills). This “Hi-Speed Steel” production of Weirton Steel’s BOP
amounted to 10,000 tons of steel each day from 30 heats.
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